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during the progress of the struggle, and as each party
drew support from every class, so all home trade was
hampered even more than it would have been by the
mere fact that internal strife was proceeding. And
commerce was also restricted, partly from the same
reasons and partly owing to the uncertainty of foreign
relations, the countries of Europe being generally
unwilling to enter into intimate relations with either
king or Parliament, until victory had declared itself,
the merchants naturally following, to a great extent,
the example of their respective governments. Even
the distant colonies in America felt the shock of the
conflict in the Motherland, since the stream of
immigration to them ceased with the meeting of the
Long Parliament and the consequent prospect of
toleration at home. At the best, the period is one of
stationary prosperity, but it was only in such cities as
London that even this negative success was achieved ;
elsewhere there was a marked decline. .And the
absorbing interest which was felt in politics is illus-
trated by the literature of the time, which was al-
most wholly partisan. Whereas the reign of James I.
had seen the production of such masterpieces' as
the later plays of Shakespeare and the " Novum
Organon " of Bacon, the latter part of his son's reign
could show little more than the controversial effusions
of Prynne or the early Latitudinarians ; useful enough
as contributions to the history of the time, but hardly
works of much literary merit.

In the Great Rebellion was seen the outcome of the
Tudor policy of organisation ; for although it was, as
has been said, a contest between parties, not classes,